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Message from Mr Mellen

As this is being published I will hopefully be on my way to Ghyll 
Head in the Lake District to join a study weekend for 40 of our 
Year 11 students, getting ready for their imminent GCSE exams. It 
shows the commitment of staff and students to be successful that 8 
staff and 40 young people are giving up their weekend to prepare 
for these important exams. We will be doing some outdoor 
activities too ! We have also had a wonderful evening on Thursday 
with the excellent performances at 'Gorton's Got Talent'. It was 
great to see students from Cedar Mount, Melland and Stanley 
Grove all demonstrating what talented young people we have in 
Bright Futures Educational Trust - well done! GCSEs start in earnest 
next week so Year 11s, make sure that you get plenty of sleep and 
join us for breakfast from 8 a.m. on the day of exams if you can. I 
am very proud of you all and confident that you will get the 
results that you deserve. I am also looking forward to 
interviewing the impressive candidates we have for Head Boy and 
Girl next week. 
Have a great Bank Holiday weekend and we will see everyone back 
at school on Tuesday 8th at 8.40. 

Have a restful weekend. 

Mr Mellen 
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If you’re into films then the best place to be every Wednesday Is Miss Morris’ 
room, every month she introduces a new ‘Film of the Month’ to students who want 
something a bit different to your run of the mill ‘chic flic’. This month she 
introduced us to ‘The Freedom Writers’ a film about a dedicated teacher in a 
racially divided school in LA during the early 90’s which centres around a 
teachers struggle to teach teenagers deemed incapable of learning. Instead of 
giving up she inspires her students to keep a diary hence the title ‘the Freedom 
Writers’. After watching the film, Miss Morris bought copies of the book for 
pupils to read which lead to her skyping one of the freedom writers, Sue Ellen 
Alpizar! 
Sue Ellen started the call by telling everyone about a more personal insight into 
her life story. She had grown up with her two abusive parents and a poorly older 
brother, during her academic years she was constantly told she was stupid, 
useless and surrounded by negativity. At the age of 14 her dad left the family 
home and Sue became homeless with her mum and sick brother who sadly passed 
away, it was at this point, Sue explained to students, that she made the decision to 
change her life and return to school - it was here she met Miss G the teacher 
who transformed her life! 
It was such an honour to hear her story first hand and ask questions about her 
life and seek advice on struggles in school, her emotional responses touched our 
hearts but one piece of advice we all took away was that people may say 
negative things and try their hardest to make you feel worthless but your 
decision is the only one that matters and that can change your whole life. She 
went on to explain writing helped her overcome suicidal thoughts, she lives life 
the best she can and hopefully accomplishes everything she puts her mind to, the 
skype call ended with pictures taken with Sue Ellen and a great big thanks to Sue 
and Miss Morris. Everyone left film club inspired, a little choked with tears and 
vowing to look at the world differently. 
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Playing to a full theatre students from Cedar Mount , Melland & 
Stanley Grove really did prove that our schools are brimming with 
talent. The show was a feast for all the senses, with fantastic singers, 
performers, musicians, dancers & stand up comics giving the 
performance of their lives to a very appreciative audience. The show 
was supported by a dedicated technical team of Melland High and 
Cedar Mount staff & pupils who controlled the lights, sound and 
visuals as well as filming the show that will be screened later in the 
year.     

Gortons Got Talent 2018 





Reading Challenge

This week Miss Molloy launched the book bank challenge, its easy really, the 
more books you read the more money you earn to purchase a book at the book 
fair in May.  Here's how it works.... 
You will have almost 4 weeks to earn money off a book price. 
The Scholastic Book Fair is Monday 21st May – Thursday 7th June 
If you read in CMA library for 15 minutes or more in a session on 10 days during 
this time you will earn £5.00 off the book price! 
If you also complete a couple of Book Reviews you will earn a further £2.00 off 
the book price! 
Obviously the more times you read in CMA library; the more books you read and 
the more book reviews you complete during this challenge the more money you 
will have in your Book Bank! 

REMEMBER - you may not need to add any cash yourself to get the book you 
want!!!!! You may even be able to get 2 books!!!


